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Mechanical convenience, as well asa press | 


of matter at a late period of the week, has exclud- 
ed a continuation of our “free remarks.” 





| ecpLast week we published a valuable article 
from a coffespondent, on “the meaning of words,” 
and now give another from the same hand on “the 
application of principles.” We should be glad to 
see in what manner the force of such plain-sense 
remarks can be impaired. Nations and individuals, 
if they expect mutually to prosper, must be *custo- 
mers to their customers,” as much as possible.— 
How can we hope that a man is to pay his debts 
when we assist in denying him the means of paying 
them?* But our correspondent speaks for himself 
better than we can do. : 





Frour. In our last number, there was publish- 
ed an interesting table of the exports of vegetable 
and animal food. The amount of flour exported in 
1820, is given at 1,777,036 barrels. This is as it 
was in our copy; but many believe that that quan- 
tity was not exported in that year: some think 
that the amount was only 777,036 instead of 
1,777,031. 2 

As it is considered a matter of no little import- 
ance to ascertain whether a low price of this article 
will force a foreign market for an increased quan- 
tity, any person who can assure us what the amount 
exported really was, will oblige many thinking 
farmers and manufacturers of flour. 

New Yorx. We now publish the report of a 
joint committee of the legislature of New York, in 
relation to the message of the governor in January 
last, implicating the conduct of sundry individuals 
holding offices under the general government. As 
in publishing the message we did not give the ac- 
companying documents, those attached to the re- 
port are omitted—but in neither case, perhaps, are 
they necessary to a rightful understanding of the 
chief matters in controversy. 





Porutation—1820. In addition to the states 
whose population has been ascertained and pub- 


lished, we now have that of Tennessee. The totals 
are as follows: 





Tn 1820, In 1810. 
East Tennessee ‘ 135,543 101,267 
West Tennessee : 287,510 160,460 

423,053 261,727 
261,727 


Increase in ten years, 161,326 

There are 67,894 slaves in West Tennessee. The 
amount in the eastern district is not stated, but they 
are notnumerous. It was 9,376, in that district, in 
1810. The whole number of such persons in the 
state may be 80,000. 

The estimate that we mad 
lation that Tenne 
458,021; more b 
ed to be. 


e in 1816 of the popu- 
ssee would have in 1820, was 
y 25,000 than the amount has prov- 
The syate has gained some by emigra- 
— but has aiso sent out many planters and others 

© Mississippi and Alabama. The late high price 


of cotton caused a 
: reat press of people to the 
Vou, Xx,-5.° -_ 
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south. Cotton is raised in some parts of Tennes- 
see, but the ciop is less certain, we are told, than 
in Alabama. - 
The federal number of Tennessee in 1810, which 
gave her six representatives in congress and a 
large fraction left, was 243,913: it now is about 
387,000, and, at the same ratio, would entitle the 
state to tén members. 
(cp We mentioned in our paper of the 17th, that 
the population of Ohio would be about 580,000— 
it is returned at 581,434,—in 1810, 230,760, in- 
crease in 10 years 350,674. The rank of the states, 
in regard to population, will probably stand thus: 
New-York, Pennsylvania, of. Virginia, North Ca- 
rolina, Ohio, kc. : 
eee 
Foreign News. By several arrivals we have 
recent news from Europe, the details of which, so 
far as they are necessary to keep up the chain of 
events, are inserted under their proper heads. 
It certainly appears that the *Aoly alliance’’—that 
is, really, Russia, Austria and Prussia, have taken 
the people of the continent into their holy” keep. 
ing—and that those of Naples are to be chastised in- 
to a respect for the «divine right of kings,” though 
a king may happen to be an idiot or a madman— 
royalty cannot do wrong. But the circular of lord 
Castlereagh to the British ministers af foreign 
courts, the British editors think, will bring the Aoly 
alliance to a pause. [Britain raised up Bonaparte 
to what he was; and she has introduced Alexander 
to carry on a similar game under new appearances 
—he is just as ambitious as the other was. The 
letter of the king of France to Ferdinand of Na- 
ples is also inserted—it is said to have produced 
the most unpleasant sensations at Paris. Louis is 
evidently favorable to the right of the sovereigns 
to interfere: this was to be expected—they impos- 
ed him on the French people, and it appears that 
his sacred life has been attempted! ‘There is a 
prospect of war, but not of such a one as will 
relieve the people of the United States of the ne- 
cessity of looking at heme for comfort and securi- 
ty!!! What a pity, that the Europeans will not go 
into a general war just to help our revenue, seeing 
that we have so little dependence en ourselves for 
the means of supportinga free government!!! 





APPLICATION OF PRINCIPLES. I am often amused 
to see the different Opinions about the application 
of the same principles to different subjects. Iwas 
once in conversation with a lawyer about manufac- 
tures—-he had that day received a large fee from 
some mechanics, and was pleased with their libe- 
rality—they had given him more than he would 
have charged. He was dressed extremely well; and f 
asked him who are the best customers when they 
employ. lawyers? None better than mechanics and 
merchants. Where did you buy your hat? Phila- 
delphia. Your clothes? Philadelphia? Youmboots, 
shoes, saddles? Philadelphia. And suppose the 
merchants and mechanics of this place should, ac 
every court, send for lawyers to come and pleat 
their causes—how would you like it? Like it, why 
I should not like it at all—it would ruin me, [have 
been wrong; 1 will be a customer to my customers. 
This is no tale ef fancy, and it is trae of thousands 
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of all classes and professions, who, without reflec- 
tion, do what they would not approve on reflection. 
I would thank some lawyer whe is opposed to do- 


mestic manufactures, to make out an estimate of 


the money paid for fees at the sessions of the su- 
preme courts of the United States, and the circuit 
courts of the United States in New-York, Philadel- 
phia and Baltimore. Could the clients not afford 
to pay some eminent counsel from London to come 
and argue their causes at these courts? If this was 
done, would it be better for those cities to have the 
money sent to London for imported lawyers, or to 
remain at home and be expended by domestic law- 
yers? When a lawyer receives ten dollars from a 
shoe-maker for advice, and expends the money for 
a pair of imported boots, he ought to reflect a little 
both on the grounds of justice and interest. He 
ought to bea customer to his customer—and this is 
his interest; for, if he gives the ten dollars back to 
the shoe-maker, he may receive it again for advice 
from him or somebody else. If it goes abroad no 
American is the better for it. Every man ought to 
look around him and ask, who supports me and my 
family—who are my customers, foreigners or my 
countrymen? No man ought to refuse his custom to 
those who give him theirs. The Baltimore mer- 
chant, when he is receiving the money of the far- 
mer, mechanic and manufacturer, is bound in jus- 
tice to take from them what Ae wants in their line. 
He can have as much profit in retailing the domes- 
tic article as the foreign, and it is his interest to do 
so—for he thereby enables his customers to deal 
more largely with him. The merchant who gives 
a lawyer 100 dollars for afee, would not be pleased 
to see him pass his store and expend it at another. 
He would not like to see the mechanic whom he 
had employed to build and furnish his house, take 


‘his money and expend it with one who never em- 


ployed a mechanic. Merchants complain loudly 
when they see their old customers going to auc- 
tions they even petition congress to prohibit auc- 
tion sales, and I believe that in every twenty mer- 
chantsin Baltimore there are nineteen in favor of 
aduty of ten per cent. on sales at auction. There 
is not a lawyer that would be pleased at seeing Mr. 
Scarlett and Mr. Garrow attending at every term, 
and carrving off the fat fees in insurance and prize 
causes. Ship owners clench their teeth when they 
see a foreign flag in our ports; owners of lots, 
houses and stores, clerks, servants, all unite against 
foreign agents, consignees and auctioneers—and 
the complaints of all are just. But the lawyer, the 
merchant, and owner of real estate, must reflect— 
and while they are convinced of the correctness of 
their principles and endeavoring to impart that 
conviction to others, must remember that their 
principles apply to three classes of society—the 
farmer, the manufacturer the mechanic. Princi- 
ples cannot be national that do not apply to all alike. 
Government cannot be just that will not enforce 
them to all with equal justice. On national grounds, 
I must call on the merchant to support his consis- 
tency and public spirit, in opposing high duties on 
manufactures aud praying for a prohibition of auc- 
tion sales. He will be better pleased with himself 
by joining me in endeavoring to effect both. He 
can look his suffering neighbors in the face with a 
better countenance, when he feels they are em- 
bodiéd in a common cause, then when he is con- 
scious that he is asking his government to extend 
to him the benefit of a principle which is denied 
to all others. Tho’there has been much agitation 
inthe country about the true principles of political 
economy, it has been in their application to manu- 
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factures. The same principles have, by genera! 
consent, been for thirty years applied to shipping 
and commerce, The time has now come when 
the country will demand their universal appli- 
cation or rejection. The people of the Eastern 
states must reconcile with national policy, the boun. 
ties on fish with their hostility to such manufactures 
as they cannot monopolise—the sugar planter must 
shew that it is equal protection to tax imported 
brown sugar sixty-seven dollars a ton and bar iron 
fifteen. Equality is equity, conformity is justice, 
if these truths cannot be impresscd on our legisla- 
tors in any other way they can be by this—Let 
every man in the nation resolve that he will be a 
customer to his customers;—not to buy from thuse 
who will not buy from him. If a merchant will 
not buy my produce or manufactures, I will not buy 
his goods. ‘This rule must be forced on individu- 
als and nations. Europe affords no market for the 
productions of the mildle, western or northern 
states—we must either learn to do without their 
manufactures or compel them to exchange; we 
must do so with our own merchants. Our ances. 
tors resorted to a non consumption of British 
goods—we must follow their example, while fo- 
reign nations deny us amarket. { Communicated, 








Legislature of New-York. 
In assembly, March 15, 1821. 

Report of the joint committee of the senate and 
assembly, in relation to the message of the go- 
vernor of the 18th of January last, implicating 
the conduct of sundry individuals holding offices 
under the general government. 

The joint committee of the senate and assembly to 
whom was referred the message of his excellency 
the governor, of the 18th of January last, with 
the documents accompanying the same, report: 
That the charge contained in the speech of his 

excellency, delivered at the commencement of the 

session, must, in the opinion of the committee, have 
been designed to apply to the president of the 

United States, and to the heads of department at 

Washington; and to implicate them, as having ar- 

raved “an organiaed and disciplined corps” of their 

officers in this state, for the purpose of improperly 

“interfering in our elections, and of violating the 

purity and independence of our local government.” 

Although the accusation is made hypothetically, 

the intent cannot be mistaken; nor is the force of 

it diminished by the ambiguous form in which itis 
preferred. If it were possible, however, for any 
one to hesitate as to the nature and extent of the 
charge, the last communication of his excellency, 
with the accompanying documents, transmitted by 
him, in reply to a resolution of the assembly, an 
referred to the committee, must convince the most 

sceptical. . 

In this message, no doubt is attempted to be 
raised: no hypothesis is set forth, for argument or 
dispute; no effort is made to veil the design; the 
accusation is positive and unequivocal. It is only 
necessary to refer 'to that part of the messaze 
which relates to the conduct/of general Swift, to 
remove every lingering seruple. “When,” says 
the governor, “the situation, connexion, education, 
and political principles of this officer of the Unit- 
ed States are considered, there can be no doubt 
but that he had previously ascertained the sense of 
his politieal superiors, and that he was instructed 
to act accordingly.” The allusidn to the president 
of the United States, and the heads of department, 
as the “political superiors” who “instructed” g¢- 
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neral Swift to pursue the course which he did, at 
the last election, cannot be misunderstood. ‘The 
remarks of his excellency, respecting Messrs. Yl- 
lotson and Southerland, whose “affinity to the pre- 
sident of the United States, and to the secretary of 
the navy,” respectively, is particularly mentioned, 
further establish this position. The crimination of 
the gentleman presiding over the post office de- 
partment, is also of the most unequivocal charac- 
ter. In reference to the appointment of Mr, Jacob 
Van Ness, postmaster at Poughkeepsie, his excel- 
lency observes, “this event‘actually took place, and 
indicates an understanding and co-operation be- 
tween a department, at least, at Washington and a 
political party in this state.’ The secretary of 
state of the United States designates the newspa- 
pers, in the several states, in which the laws of the 
union are to be published. A change has recently 
been made of one of those papers, and this circum- 
stance is mentioned by the governor to impeach 
that officer of the general government. Many ad- 
ditional observations might be specified, but it is 





deemed unnecessary to detail them. 


The serious nature of this accusation seemed to; is imposed? 
strike the community with astonishment; inasmuch, | 


have been received by the committee, from the 
individuals whose conduct has been implicated, it 
is proper to examine some of the novel positions 
assumed by the executive, in his message, Until 
his excellency asserted that the officers of the 
United States were “objects of jealousy,” and 
“partially disfranchised,” their enjoyment, as citi- 
zens of the several states, of all rights not express- 
ly prohibited, had never been denied to them. 
The general government must have officers in the 
several states, and if the elective franchise of the 
the citizens of the states, respectively, is foffeited 
or impaired, by accepting an office under the Unit- 
ed States, honorable and competent men would 
disdain to make such a sacrifice. The facts, andthe 
reasoning upon them, by which this doctrine is at- 
tempted to be enforced, are by no means satisfac- 
tory. ‘hat national oflicers cannot ¢sit in congress, 
or in the electoral colleges,” is indisputable; these 
are mandatory provisions of the constitution, and 
the reason of them is both obvious and sound. But 
does it follow that they are not entitled to the en- 
joyment of all other privileges, where no restraint 
Does it not rather follow, that where 
there is a restriction, as to a particular right, the 


as the existence. of any extraneous influence in our | legality af exercising every other is, by such ex- 


elections, had never been observed by our citizens, 
whose watchfulness againstall encroachments upon 
their rights has been unremitted. Had this denun- 
ciation of the officers of the general government 
been made in any form less solemn and imposing, 
or by an individual, not clothed with the authority 
of government in a high official station, it would 
not have met the notice of the legislature. It would 
probably have been considered the mere efferves- 
cence of party animosity; or, perhaps, the invec- 
tive of some political zealot, whose “vaulting am- 
bition” did not shrink from the idea of severing the 
bonds of friendship between the general and state 
governments; or, perhaps, it might have been view- 
ed as the refuge of some disappcinted intriguer, 
willing to account for the decline of his popularity, 
in other ways than the true way—a loss of the con- 
fidence of the people. But when the chief magis- 
trate of this state, in the performance of his con- 
stitutional duty, announces te the legislature, the 
existence of an “organized and disciplined corps of offi- 
evrs of the general government,” who have interfered 
in our elections, and, protesting against such inter- 
ference, calls upon the people *¢e resist these alarm- 
ing attempts upon the purity and independence’ of their 
lucal government,” these considerations may seem 
to be irrelevant, if not inadmissible. The subject 
then becomes too deeply interesting to the people 
of this state, to be attributed to motives such as 
have been alluded to; and their representatives 
would be wanting in their duty to their constituents 
to disregard it. it was for these reasons, that both 
branches of the legislature promptly demanded of 
the executive, the evidence in his possession, to 
sibstantiate the allegations which he had made. 
‘This evidence has been furnished; but so far from 
demonstrating the existence of any improper in- 
Huence, on the part of the general government, in 
the local concerns of this state, or of any organi- 
zation of its officers, for corrupt purposes, or of 
any concert of action among them at our elections, 
it establishes nothing more, in the opinion of the 
committee, than that a few individuals, holding 
offices under the United States, were active at the 
last election in support of their favorite candidates; 


and exposes some particular acts and declarations 
of particular officers. 





Betore reviewing the various documents which ; 


ception, confirmed? It is the very essence of our 
republican system, and the language of our state 
constitution, that no man can be disfranchised_ by 
implication or analogy, nor deprived of his suffrage, 
but by positive enactment; and on any other prin- 
ciple is dangerous to our liberties, and, in the opi- 
nion of the committee, wholly untenable. “he 
observation of his excellency, “that an officer of 
the general government cannot sit in the state le- 
gislature,” so far as it respects this state, is certain- 
ly incorrect; and it is not a little surprising, that 
this remark should have been made by him, with a 
a knowledge of the fact, that persons holding offi- - 
ces under the general government, many of whom 
are his political friends, were, at the time, mem- 
bers of both branches of the legislature. If his ex- 
cellerty’s assertion he correct, how is this incon- 
sistency to be reconciled? Or why is its continu- 
ance permitted? Would it not be his peculiar pro- 
vince to notice such an infringement of the con- 
stitution, and to warn the representatives of the 
people against its predominance? The idea, in the . 
opinion of the committee, is unsound, and cannot 
be maintained. ‘That some of the states have pro- 


hibited officers of the general government from 


holding seats in their legislature, does not vary the 
case; this they had a perfect right to do; it is a 
question of expediency alone. The constituent 
branches of the legislature of this state have not 
adopted this policy, considering it illiberal partially 
to disfranchise a portion of their citizens, selected, 
for their talents and respectability, to fill the offices 
of the general government. 

Theconcurrent resolution, passed in March, 1790, 
which is mentioned in the message, only proves 
that it was deemed improper, at that period, by the 
legislatures which adopted it, fora member of con- 
gress, or other person holding an office under the 
United States, to be a member of the senate or as- 
sembly of this state. That resolution could only 
bind the legislature which sanctioned it; its obliga- 
tory power did not extend to future legislatures, 
Iiad a Jaw been enacted, embracing the same pro- 


| vision, it would, of course, have been operative up- 


on all subsequent legislatures, until their wisdom 
had dictated itsrepeal. Our constitution declares, 
that the senate and assembly shall be the judges 
of their own members; but it may well be doubted, 
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whether either of the houses can create a qualifica- 
tion for a seat therein, not recognized by the con- 
Stitution: at any rate, it becomes highly important 
to our constituents, that the qualifications for hold- 
ing a seat should be explicitly defined; otherwise, 
they may be unexpectedly deprived of their repre- 
sentatives, to their great inconvenience and preju- 
dice. 

Since the year 1792, this objection has not pre- 
vailed; and it is an indisputable truth, that smce 
that time, the established usage of the legislature 
has been to permit national officers to hold seats in 
both branches; and it is equally true, that, within 
the same period, his excellency has been a member 
for several years, and, during a part of the time, 
was lieutenant governor of the state, and presided 
over the senate inthat capacity. 

The general reasoning which is urged to show the 
impropriety of national officers holding seats in the 
state legislatures, would apply with equal force to 
prohibit officers of the state governments from hold- 
ing seats incongress. This exclusion, however, has 
never been contended for; and the common practice 
ef this and of other states has been, to elect state 
officers to the national legislature. Several mem- 
bers of the last congress, from this state, held pro- 
minent offices at the time of their election. Whe- 
ther the officers of the United States ought or 
ought not to hold seats in the state legislature, is 
not the important question—but whether, by ac- 
cepting such offices, they forfeit any right which 
they before enjoyed as citizeis of the states re- 
spectively. The most suspicious states have gone 
no further than to debar national officers from sit- 
ting in the legislature; no restriction has ever been 
imposed upon their right of suffrage. Wholly to 
deny them this right, would be palpably unconsti- 
tutipnal. It is the most sacred prerogative inherit- 
ed from our forefathers; and we must indignantly 
repel any attempt to impair it. No matter from 

hat source it emanates; no matter how exalted 
its author, nor how lofty his pretensions to _patriot- 
ism, we could not hesitate to pronounce it the off 
spring of a heart inimical to the liberty, the pros- 
perity, and the perpetuity of the republic. ‘The 
organization of the officers of the general govern- 
ment with views hostile to state independence and 
sovereignty, must also be deprecated, as an un- 
warrantable procedure, meriting the most serious 


unitedly protest; and when necessity required, us- 
sume the responsibility of resisting its unhalliowed 
intrusion. Butto exercise their right of suffrage 
does not evince such an organization of the officers 
of the United States; nor is the indiscreet zeal of 
some of them to be urged as a proof of its exist- 
ence. Individuals may be violent, without being 
organized to subvert the foundations of state sove- 
reignty; and such an indiscretion becomes the} 
strongest evidence that no such organization exists. 
The approach of despotism is not by boisterous 
invectives or deep-toned recriminations, but by 
silent and insidious advances—undermining first, 
then prostrating; and if the general government 
had organized their officers to war against this 
state or any individual of it, the means would not 
have been employed, which have been indicated 
as the evidence of such design. His excellency 


obscrves that the elective franchise should be ex- 
arcised by nationalofficers *#n the genuine spirit of 
republicanism; that the suffrages of the citizens should 
not te dbiassed by the emolumenis and honors of the of- 
Jicer, and that he should not carry inio the elections 
wig of the influcnce derived from his oficial position,’ | 





This discrimination is not easily comprehended, 
and would seem to be impracticable. ‘The consti- 
tution and laws recognize no distinction between 
citizens who hold offices under the United States, 
and those who do not, in the mode-of exercising the 
elective franchise. lf they have the right to vote at 


\our elections, may they not also express their opi. 


nions of the conduct of public men, and offer the 
reasons which induce them to prefer one candidate 
to another? This right, the executive declares in his 
message, is possessed by every citizen; and claims 
the benefit of it himself. And it may further be 
asked, have they not the same right which other 
citizens enjoy, of inducing their compunions, 
neighbors, and friends, to co-operate with them, 
in all honerable measures to promote the general 
welfare? Or, are they merely to be permitted to 
deposite their ballots into the boxes, and then to 
retire? ‘his would be a proscription, unjust as 
well as unconstitutional; abridging the freedom of 
action and of speech, and introducing distinctions 
between our citizens repugnant to our republican 
character. Is it possible tu separate the influence 
which an individual would possess, if he were not 
a national officer, from that which he possesses as 
such, in any sensible manner, soas to allow him to 
exercise his whole influence at the state elections 
in the first character, and excluding all which ap- 
pertains to him in the other capacity? Certainly 
not; such a discrimination is theoretical and fanci- 
ful, not practicable. 

‘There is no alternative, but to refuse to the 
officers of the general government ali participa- 
tion in the elective franchise, or to sanction to 
them its full, free, and unrestricted exercise, i 
equal degree with other citizens. it will not be 
pretended, that this state could constitutionally 
passa law restraining officers of the United States 
from the enjoyment of this privilege; neither has 
the general government the power to control them 
in this particular, or to prescribe the course which 
they are to pursue, in reference to state elections. 
This idea will be clearly illustrated by a single 
example: Suppose that, immediately preceding the 
last election, the general government had issued 
an order prohibiting their officers trom intefering 
on that occasion, upon pain of removal; or, merely 
permitting them to give intheir silent votes, Who 
would not have pronounced such a measure a vio- 
lation of their rights as citizens of this state? Who 
would not have been foremost to denounce them 
for this “unwarrantable obtrusion of extraneous 
influence in the local concerns of the state?” Such 
conduct would have merited and would have met 
with the indignation of every friend to liberty. 
With what propriety, then, has the executive de- 
manded the interposition of the national legislature, 
and insinuated that they were regardless of their 
duty upon this subject? Any interfence on the 
part of the general government, either to restrict 
or instruct their officers, would be equally uncon- 
stitutionaland unjust. After the most deliberate 
reflection, the committee are of opinion, that the 
officers of the general government are not in 4 
state of disfranchisement; but that their rights, 45 
citizens of the respective states, are neither for- 
feited nordiminished, so far as relates to the local 
concerns of each state. 

The committee will now review the exculpatory 
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documents transmitted to them; premising, thst | 


all the evidence furnished by the executive has 


been procured since his accusation was preferred; | 


thus admiiting, that he was not at that time in po» 
session of a single fact to’ justify his deuunciatio’ 
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of the officers of the United States. The testimo- 
ny thus offered is not of a positive nature; and 
most of the individuals who have deposed, or cer- 
tified to their statements, speak from presump- 
tion and hearsay, not from their own knowledge. 
The conduct of the officers at the navy yard in 
Kings county, is first complained of. It is alleged, 
that col. Decatur, and other officers, brought up 
the persons in public employ to vote; and that 
‘¢mproper attempts were made ina variety of 
shapes to operateon the electors.” That colonel 
Decatur, and other officers attached to the navy- 
yard, were active at the last election, is not de-, 
nied by them. The substance of the charge against 
them is, however, successfully rebutted by the 
certificate of the inspectors of the election, who 
are gentlemen of acknowledged respectability. 
They explicitly declare, that they saw nothing un- 
Jawful or dishonorable in the conduct of colonel 
Decatur, or of any of the officers of the general 
overnment; and that no illegal votes were taken. 
Colonel Decatur states in his affidavit, that, from 
the nature of his situation, he has no command 
or official influence over the persons employed 
ebout the navy-yard; and, while he frankly avows 
his zeal atthe last election, and the motives which 
actuated him, he disclaims all interference on the 
part of the general government, or of any ofiicer, 
dependant, or agént thereof. The affidavit of 
George S. Wise, jun. purser at the navy-yard, is 
of similar import; and the other documents rela- 
tive to his conduct are altogether satisfactory. By 
the affidavit of sailing-master Bloodgood, it appears 
that the quarrel alluded to in one of the certifi-. 
cates communicated by his excellency, was of a 
private, and not of a political nature; and the in- 
fluence of any officer of the general government 
over him, isdenied. The affidavit of Amos Dickin- 
son, the master blacksmith, of Amos Cheney, mas- 
ter laborer, and of James Cosgrove, gunner, ex- 
culpate colonel Decatur, and every other person, 
from the imputation of influencing their conduct, 
and show that those individuals conceived that they 
were exercising nothing more than their undoubt- 
ed rights, as free citizens, at the last election. 
The certificates of doctor Hunt and of the rev. Mr. 
Ireland, are conclusive, as to that part of the sub- 
ject connected with their names; and must con- 
vince every man, that no undue influence could 
have operated upon gentlemen, entertaining that 
high sense of honor, which is their characteristic. 
The letter from Mr. Brockholst Livingston, jun. 
isin reply to a part of the certificate of Mr. John 
Hunter, contained among the documents furnished 
by the governor, in which Mr. Livingston is un- 
truly stated to be a customhouse officer. This 
Jetter was addressed to a member of the senate; 
before the reference of the message to the com- 
mittee was known at Brooklyn, anc is introduced 
with the consent of the author. The committee 
can discover no reason for supposing that the ge- 
neral government interfered at all in the election 
in Kings county; nor that any organization of its 
officers existed. No illegal votes were taken; no 
person was compelled to vote contrary to the dic- 
tates of his own judgment; and the republican can- 
didate who had represented the county the preced- 
ing year, and was again supported for the assembly, , 
failed in his election. The number of votes given 
for governor was about the same as on former oc- 
Ccasions; and their political complexion did not vary. 
"he documents referred to are marked “Navy 
Yard,” from No. 1 to 13, inclusive. 
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tae port of New York, completely exonerate him 
from all censure. The offence of this gentleman 
is that he attended a meeting of the electors of 
the county, in which he resided, and was appointed 
one- of a committee, to prepare resolutions for 
their consideration, which were afterwards report- 
ed and adopted, as the sense of the meeting. ‘hese 
resolutions approbste the conduct of the vice-pre- 
sident, during the late war: and severely animadvert 
upon the political course of his excellency; but it 
does not appear that general Swift had any further 
agency in this transaction, than the other members 
of the committee. The letter from general Swift, 
states, that he did not even know the political sen- 
timents of his own deputy, nor of his subordinate 
officers, whom he is accused of influencing. Many 
of the individuals, attached to the customhouse, 
in New York, who have subscribed the certificate 
marked «“Customhouse, New -York,”? No. 2, are 
warm acherents of the governor, and exerted them- 
selves at the last election, in his support. The 
letter of Mr. Beekman M. Van Beuren, and also 
that of the deputy surveyer, Mr. Samuel Terry, 
both of whom are his avowed friends, furnish ad- 
ditional testimony of the injustice of the attack 
upon general Swift; and of the deep regret with 
which those gentlemen had seen it made. The 
letters of Messrs. Innes, Darling, and Wood, and 
the certificates of Messrs. Anderson and Gahagan, 
corroborate the others, and prove how highly our 
citizens value the elective franchise, by their so- 
lemn protest against any encroachment upon its 
Jawful exercise. It is necessary to remark, that 
the individual, by whose affidavit the conduct of 
the customhouse officers is impeached, was, at the 
time, an inspector of leather, holding his office 
under the “state administration.” The documents 
referred to,are marked “Customhouse, New York,” 
from No. 1 to No. 9, inclusive. 

The conduct of the two inspectors at Staten 
Island, Messrs. Van Beurenand Arnett, is adverted 
to, as connected with the department under the 
superintendence of Gen. Swift. Those individuals 
have long been known as active republicans, at our 
elections, The certificate of the inspectors of the 
election, marked «Customhouse, Staten island,”’’ 
No. J, exonerates them from the charge of impro- 
per conduct, and fixes it upon one of their ac- 
cusers, whose outrageous and scandalous behaviour, 
caused the inspectors to feel some apprehensions 
for the safety of the ballot boxes, and the offender 
would have been committed to prison, had the 
proper officer been present. The numerous affi- 
davits, accompanying this report, detail a state of 
facts relative to the certificates transmitted by his 
excellency upon this part of the case, which must 
excite much mortification and disgust. Some of 
them were obtained from persons who could nei- 
ther read nor write, and who, being intoxicated at 
the time, were induced to assent to what they have 
since confessed was false. With the standing of 
the persons who procured them, Messrs. Garrit 
Gilbert and Joshua Secor, the public are already 
sufficiently well acquainted. Every material fact 
containedin them, is disproved; the characters of 
those who have certified, are impeached, both mo- 
rally and politically; and the whole, in the opinion 
of the committee, exhibits an abortive effort to 
arouse jealousy and discontent, without any ra- 
tional ground for excitement.—That the vice-pre- 
sident should be assailed by such men, is no re- 
proach; but the attempt to fasten upon him the 
crime of executing a deed for property, by way of 





The documents received from the surveyor of! 


present, and for the purpose of procuring the 
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votes of electorsin histavor, is not inerely charac- 
teristic of the persecution which has been levelled 
afainst him, but manifests a greater degree of ma- 
lignity than could well have been imagined, The 
documents relative to the election on Staten Island, 
are headed “Customhouse, Staten Island,” from 
No. 1 to No. 12, inclusive. | 

‘The resolution of the citize:s of Buffalo,”’ im- 
plicating the persons who are attached to the com- 
mission for establishing the boundary line between 
the United States and Canada, would appear to 
have been prepared solely to confirm the charge previ- 
ously made by the executive. It was passed a inonth 
subsequently to the speech of his excellency, and 
nearly eight montlis after the election to which it 
refers. It is scarcely dealing fairly with our com- 
mon sense to offer this resolution as proof to sub- 
stantiate an accusation, made long before its adop- 
tion. ‘Chis extraordinary paper is couched in lan- 
guage nearly similar to that employed by the execu- 
tive in his speech, and sounds like its very echo. 
The officers of the general government are, in 


zo control and coerce the votes of electors. The meet- 
ing consisted of some ten or twelve persons; the 
chairman (Mr. John E. Marshall) held an office 
under his exe¢ellency’s administration; and Oliver 
Forward, Esq. collector of the customs for the port 
of Buffalo, und at the same time a senator of this state, 
drew up, or presented this, with other resolutions, 
which were adopted by the meeting. The other 
resolutions alluded to, are annexed to this report 
to shew how little respect this assemblage of ten 
or twelve ‘citizens’ were disposed to pay to the 
legislative branch of the state government, how- 
ever obsequious they may have been to the execu- 
tive branch. The letters and affidavits referred to, 
are marked “Resolutions of the citizens of Buffa- 
lo,” from No. 1 to No. 4, inclusive. 

The conduct of the judge of the United States 
for the northern district of this state, and of the 
district attornies for the northern and southern dis- 
tricts, is next advertedto. With respect to judge 
Skinner, it is only necessary to remark, that he 
was elevated to the bench subsequently to his elec- 
tion to the senate, where he now holds his seats Jy 
the voice of the people and the sanction of the consti- 
tution. He is independent of the general govern- 
ment for the tenure of his judicial station, and 
above the suspicion of violating his allegiance to 
this state, under any circumstances. 

The committee cannot suppress their belief that 
the clamor raised upon this subject, has been made 
to subserve other interests than those of the state, 





when they reflect that, notwithstanding how much 
has -been said and written in relation to it, no at- 
tempt has to this dav been made to test the right: 
of judge Skinner to his seat. Either the senate) 
are unanimously of opinion that the objections’ 
which have been taken are unfounded, or they have | 
been greatly wanting in the discharge of their duty | 
to the people. | 

The certificate of Israel Ketcham, marked X, of 
the documents communicated by the governor, is. 





ter, in the gift of the general government. Is it by 
certificates of this loose nature, that the existence 
of an “organized and disciplined corps”’ of national 
officers is to be substantiated? Will the people 
tolerate such an attempt to enlist their prejudices 
against the government of the union? The story, 
“that two men had been sent from Washington last 
spring, to oppose the re-election of De Witt Clin. 
ton, whose expenses were paid at Washington,” is 
equally incredible; and major Cooper, who is de. 
signated by Mr. Ketcham, as the author of the 
statement to him, declares “the whole to be a base 
fabrication, absolutely false, and withaut the least 
shadow of foundation.’ The documents referred to 
are marked from No. 1 to 4, inclusive 

A perusal of the letter from Jacob Southerland, 
Esq. and the documents therein referred to, mark. 
ed “District attorney for the northern district.” 
Nos. 1, 2, 5, and 4, will show that the charge against 
that gentlemen was unfounded. © Indeed, the alle. 
gation is not only an impeachment of his moral ine 
tegrity, but if true, would have subjected him to a 
heavy penalty under our laws, and disqualified him 
from holding any office within this state, and it is 
therefore not surprising that he should have felt 
indignant at the effort made by the chief magis- 
trate of the state, to fix upon him so foul an impn- 
tation. The person, whose affiidavit contained the 
aspersion (R. W. Rulifson) is a boy of eighteen years 
of age, who either ignorantly or malevclently re- 
presented as a general opinion, the idle conversa, 
tion of a few individuals whom he refused to name. 
Mr. Southerland does not deny his earnest solici- 
tude for the success of the republican cardidates, 
at the last election; but protests against the doc- 
trine that his rights as a citizen are forfeited or 
impaired by his holding a commission under the 
United States. 

The official conduct of the postmaster general 
furnishes a prominent topic of complaint in the 
communication of his excellency; and one upon 
which the greatest reliance is placed by him, in 
his attempt to implicate the administration of the 
general government. The substance of his excel. 
lency’s charge, upon this subject, is, that the post- 
master general, previous and preparatory to the 
last election of governor in this state, removed se- 
veral deputy postmasters, because they were the po- 
litical friends of the executive, and with a view to deter 
athers from his support. This conduct of the post- 
master general is pressed with much warmth, by 
his excellency, as furnishing, when added to the 
charges insinuated against the president, the se- 
cretaries of state, of the treasury, and of the navy, 
the most satisfactory evidence, that the president 
and the heads of all the departments of the genera! 
government, save one, were engaged in an organiz- 
ed conspiracy against the freedom and purity of 
our elections. To increase the odium of that offi- 
cer’s conduct, his excellency has seen fit to contrast 
it with that of his predecessor, and to indulge in 
the unqualified assertion, that “during the able and 
impartial administration of the predecessor of the 
present postmaster general, those offices were con- 


proved to be incorrect in all its parts, by the affi-. ferred without any reference to state politics.” 


davits of Robert Tillotson, Esq. and of Mr. William | 
Eaton, and the certificate of major Samuel Cooper. | 
The statement of Mr. Ketcham is too improbable| 
to be credited, independent of all contradictory | 
evidence. He certifies that Mr. Eaton declared, | 
that he was in Mr. Tillotson’s office in April last, | 
and there heard Mr. Tillotson direct a gentleman! 
to go to certain persons in the western district and 
promise them any offices they wanted in that quar-: 


From the documents communicated to the cem- 
mittee, they are well satisfied, not only that the 
complaints of his excellency are wholly unfounded; 
but that there is good reason to question the cor- 
rectness of his remark, in relation to the conduct 
ofthe former postmaster general, While, however, 
the committee feel it their duty to lay before the 
legislature the evidence to disprove the allegations 
of the governor, in this particylar, they desire net 
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to be considered as admitting that the conduct of 
the postmaster general would have been subject 
to just censure, if he had made the selections for 


citizens of this state, who are not included in his 
excellency’s denomination of “friends of the state 
administration.” For although the committee are 
not the advocates of political intolerance, or of 
injustice of any kind, they can neither stifle nor 
abandon the conviction, that a just and patriotic 
administration ought to confer its favors on those, 
who, at periods of great public ‘embarrassment, as 
well as of national peril, have sustained and sup- 
ported the government, in preference to those who 
are, and have been incessant in their labors to stig- 
matise its motives, and frustrate its efforts in the 
public cause. In this state, at least, and in this 
particular, this course, which is dictated by justiee, 
and would be corsecrated by patriotism, the com- 
mittee regret to be obliged to say, has not been 
pursued. 

Lhe postmasters, whose removals are complain- 
ed of, are Halsey Rogers, Levi M’Keen, Alpheus 
Doty, Stephen B. Leonard, Samuel Smith, Slade D. 
Brown, Hezekiah L. Granger, Nathan Chamberlin, 
and David Holt. The documents marked “Post 
Office,” from No. 1 to No. 14, relate to this subject. 

No 1, shows that the postmaster general was not 
actuated by the motives attributed to him. 

No. 2, That Halsey Rogers was removed at the 
instance of the two members of congress repre- 
senting the district in which he resides, (one of 
them Mr. Gross, an avowed and distinguished 
political friend of the executive), on the ground 
that “the people had lost all confidence in him as a 
public officer.” 

No. 3, Isa letter from Mr. Schuyler, the member 
of congress from the district in which Mr. M’Keen 
resides, stating the grounds on which his removal 
was asked. In addition'to this letter, a great num- 
ber of letters, affidavits, and other documents, be- 
ing the papers on which this removal was made, 
hare been laid before the committee, which incon- 
testibly show, that the removal of Mr. M’Keen, 
and the appointment of Mr. Van Ness, were called 
for by all parties, and on grounds wholly discon- 
nected with politics. "The great length of the do- 
cuments has prevented their being incorporated 
with this report, and they are therefore filed with 
the clerk of the assembly. 

Nos. 4, 5, and 6, show the grounds on which 
Messrs. Doty, Smith and Brown were removed, and 
that they were not political. It is conceded by the 
message of his exceilency, that the alleged reasons 
for the removals of Messrs. Holt, Leonard and 
Chamberlin, were other than political; and the 
committee are persuaded that the reasons assigned 
by the postmaster general, are those by which he 
was actuated. 

No. 7, Is submitted to show, that the application 
for the removal of Mr. Chamberlin, originated 


with the representatives from the county in which 
he resided. 


ral, whois removal, one of the avowed causes of which 
was, that the former incumbent, Mr. Woodruff, had 
supported Morgan Lewis, for the office of governor of 
this state. Butthis is notall. They further show 
that the abuses of the post office department, in 
this state, have been, for years, a subject of com. 
plaint; and that blank commissions or Warrants were 
entrusted to his excellency, the present governor, 
and the present chief justice, by the late postmas- 
ter general, leaving the selection of the officer to 
their discretion. How far that discretion was ex- 
pected to be influenced by potitical considerations, the 
cotemporaneous letter of the chief justice, and the 
known political course and temper of the gentlemen by 
whom it was to be exercised, cannot fail to indicate. 
Nos. 12, 13, and 14, explain the transaciiou, in 
relation to which the conduct of Mr. Borland is 
censured. The whole affair is, in the opinion of 
the committee, too trifling and irrelevant to require 
a single remark. 

The certificate and affidavits, marked A, B, C, 
D, and E, relate tothe reception given to the 
vice-president, last spring, upon his arrival at New- 
York from this city. This appears to have been 
projected and conducted by “militia officers,’ who 
having formerly served under him, anxious to ex- 
hibit a mark of their entire confidence in his integ- 
rity and patriotism, notwithstanding the obloquy 
which had been heaped upon him. ‘This tribute of 
respect, paid to the vice-president by the militia 
officers, was nothing more than a voluntary testimo- 
nial of gratitude for public services; the officers uf 
the general government had no considerable par- 
ticipation in the arrangement; and an indiscribable 
obliquity of perception alone, could have discover- 
ed in it the manifestation of a design tv corrupt 
the purity, or to prostrate the independence of 
the state government. 

The declarations attributed to Dr. John H. Sac- 
kett, are positively denied in his letter, marked F, 
and the certificate of lieut. W. D. Agur, marked 
G, corroborates such denial. Admitting, however, 
that Dr. Sackett had used the expression ascribed 
to him, it may be asked, is a declaration made‘at a 
breakfast table, in a public boarding-house, seri- 
ously considered by his excellency as proof of the 
organization of the officers of the general govern- 
ment, “to break down the power of the state.” 

The committee lament, that loose, and inadver- 
tent observations, are thus treasured up by the ex- 
ecutive, inasmuch as it furnishes some ground for 
the belief, that a system of espionage is in opera- 
tion, and that the movements.of our citizens are 
watched, and their words marked down to their 
prejudice: A system, inconsistent with the spirit of 
our free institutions, and subversive of all indepen- 
dence of action, and of the freedom of speech: A 
system, which must inhibit social intercourse, and 
| excite animosities, fatal alike to our moval happi- 
ness and political prosperity. 

Upon a careful examination of the documents 
thus recapitulated, the committee feel confident 
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The papers, numbered 8, 9, 10, and 11, will ena- 
ble the legislature to estimate the justice of the 
attempt, on the part of his excellency, to implicate 
the conduct of the present postmaster general, by 
contrasting it with that of his predeoessor. These 
documents show that the very gentleman (Mr. Mo- 
nell) who first called on the postmaster general, on 
the subject of the recent removals in this state, 
and who has been among the most vehement in 
denouncing those measures, received the appoint- 
Ment of postmaster from the late postmaster gene- 


that the conviction of every mind must be, that the 
_charge made by his excelleney against the gene- 
|ral administration and their officers in this state, 
‘has not been substantiated, andis wholly unfound- 
jed. ‘The committee must express their unfeigned 
| regret, that his excellency had not deemed it con- 

sistent with hisideas of respect for the general 
| government, to have solicited an inquiry into the 
| subject of his accusation, beforea positive charge 
‘had been prefered. The agitation of the public 
| mind, and of the national legislature, relative to the 
; admission of Missouri into the union, and the then 
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approaching presidential election might, and in the 
opinion of the committee ought to have indicated, 
to his exceilency, that the time which he selected 
to arraign the conduct of the national administra- 
tion, and of its officers was peculiarly inauspicious. 

The frequency with which attempts to excite sim- 
ilar alarms, have been made from the same quar- 
ter, has proved higbly prejudicial to the character 
of our stute, and has sullied her dignity. Her in- 
fluence in the union has been checked; her pros- 
perity at home diminished; the tranquility of her 
citizens disturbed; and the most bitter political 
animosities engendered. So often the theatre on 
which hostility to the general government has been 
displayed, this state has, in a measure, lost the con- 
tidence of the wise and good men of other states: 
and we regret to say, is too much regarded as the 
tocus of intrigue, around which the discontented of 
all parties rally, and raise the standard of disaffec- 
Her wealth, her resources, her public spirit, 
and her patriotism, entitle New-York to a distin- 
guished rank in the nation; and demand that the po- 
licy which has hitherto impeded her merited cle- 
vation, should be abandoned, and a more liberal 
and enlightned course pursued; a course, which 


tion. 


shall be characterised by magnanimous and manly 


feeling, ingennous towards the national adminis- 
tration, respectful towards our sister states, and ho- 


norable to ourselves. 


Nothing can be gained, but every thing is haz- 
arded by a policy which tends to excite discord and 
discontent between the general and state govern- 
ments; and the peculiar organization of our repub- 


lic, renders harmony between them indispensable 
to their permanency. Mutual dependence ought 
to ensure mutual confidence: unfounded jealousies 
beget recrimination, and ought never to be indul. 
ged. This contidence between the general and 
state governments being once destroyed, and these 
jealousies once aroused, who can anticipate, with- 
out serious apprehensions, the consequences which 
must ensue. Then, indeed, would the “aspirations 
of ambition” have full scope; the fair fabric of our 
liberties be prostrated; and the majesty of the peo- 
ple humbtedyhefore the sceptre of some successful 
tvrant, If the hope expressed by his excellency, 
that “impartial posterity’? will applaud him for his 
«conduct on this occasion,” can afford him any con- 
solation, the committee feel no wish to dispel the 
flattering illusion; but they cannot refrain from ex- 
pressing their entire conviction, that from the just 
censure of the present generation he cannot escape. 

The committee offer, for the consideration of the 
legislature, the following resctution: 

Resolved, (if the honourable the senate concur 
herein,) That the accusation, made by his excellen- 
cy the governor, against the officers of the gener- 
ul government, chargingthem with interfering, as 
an “organized and disciplined corps,” in our elec- 
tions, and of violating the “purity and independence 
ef our local rovernment,” has aot been substantiated, 
andis wholly unfounded. ipl 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
By. order of the joint committee. 
SAM’L: B. ROMAINE, chairman, 





Aaderson vs. Dunn. 
Opinion of the supreme court in the case of Anderson 
vs. Jdunn. : 

Mr. Justice Jouvson—Notwitbstanding the range 
which has been taken by the plaintiff’s counsel, in 
the’ discussion of this cause, the merits of it really 
liein's yery limited Compass. The pleadings have 


narrowed them down to the simple enquiry, whe- 
ther the house of representatives can take cogni- 
zance of contempts committed against themselves, 
under any circumstances? ~ The duress complained 
of was sustained under a warrant issued to compel 
the party’s appearance, not for the actual infliction 
of punishment for an offence committed. Yet it 
cannot be denied, that the power to institute a 
prosecution must be dependant upon the power to 
punish. If the house of representatives possessed 
no authority to punish for contempt, the initiating 
process, issued in the assertion of that authority, 
must have been illegal; there was a want of juris- 
diction to justify it. ; 

It is certainly true, that there is no power given 
by the constitution, to either house, to punish for 
contempts, except when committed by their own 
members. Nordoes the judicial or criminal power 
given to the United States, in any part, expressly 
extend to the infliction of punishment for contempt 
of either house, or any one co-ordinate branch of 
the government. Shall we, therefore, decide that 
no such power exists? 

It is true, that such a power, if it exists, must be 
derived from implication, and the genius and spirit 
of our institutions are hostile to the exercise of im- 
plied powers. Had the faculties of man been 
competent to the framing of a system of govern. 
ment, which would have left nothing toimplication, 
it cannot be doubted that the effort would have 
been made by the framers of the constitution. But 
what is the fact? There is not in the whole of 
that admirable instrument a grant of powers which 
does net draw after it others, not expressed, but 
vital to their exercise; not substantive and inde- 
pendent, indeed, but auxilliary and subordinate. 

The idea is utopian that government can exist 
without leaving the exercise of discretion some- 
where. Public security, against the abuse of such 
discretion, must rest on responsibility, and stated 
appeals to public approbation. Where all -power 
is derived from the people, and public functiona- 
ries, at short intervals, deposite it atthe feet of the 
people, to be resumed again pnly at their will, indi- 
vidual fears may be alarmed by the monsters of im- 
agination, but individual liberty can be in little dan- 
ger. 

No one is so visionary as to dispute the assertion, 
that the sole end and aim of all our institutions is 
the safety and happiness of the citizen. But the 
relation between the action and the end is not al- 
ways so direct and palpable as to strike the eye of 
every observer. The science of government isthe 
most abstruse of all sciences; if, indeed, that can 
be called a science which has but few fixed princi- 
ples, and practically consists in little more than the 
exercise of a sound discretion, applied to the exi- 
gencies of the state as they arise. It is the science 
of experiment. “ 

Rut, if there is one maxim which necessarily rides 
over all others, in the practical application of go- 
vernment, it is,that the public functionaries must 
be left at liberty to exercise the powers which 
the people have intrusted to them. The interests 
and dignity of those who created them require the 
exertion of the pewers indispensable to the attain- 
ment of their creation. Nor is a casual conflict, 
with, the rights of particular individuals any reason 
to be urged against the exercise of such powers. 
The wretch beneath the gallows may repine at 
the fate which awaits him, and yet it is no less cer- 
tain that the laws under which he suffers were 
made for his security. The unreasonable murmurs 





| of individuals against the restraints of society, hav¢ 
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a direct tendency to produce that worst of all des- 
otisms which makes every individual the tyrant 
over his neighbor’s rights. ay 

That “the safety of the people is the supreme | 
jaw,” not only comports with, butis indispensable 
to, the exercise of those powers in their public 
functionaries,- without which that safety cannot 
be guarded. On this principle it is that courts of 
justice are universally acknowledged to be vested, 
‘by their very creation, with power to impose si- 
lence, respect, and decorum, in their presence, 
and submissicn to their lawful mandates, and, as a 
corollary to this proposition, to preserve themselves 
and their officers from the approach and insults of 
pollution. we 

It is true, that the courts of justice of the United 
State¢ are vested, by express statute provision, 
with power te fine and imprison for contempts; but 
it does not follow from this circumstance, that they 
would not have exercised that power without the 
aid of the statute, or not, in cases, if such should 
occur, to which such statute provision may not ex- 
tend; on the’ contrary, it is a legislative assertion 
of this right, as incidental to a grant of judicial 
power, and can only be considered either as an in- 
stance of abundant caution, or a legislative decla- 
ration that the power of punishing for contempt 
shall not extend beyond its known and acknowledg- 
ed limits of fine and imprisonment. 

But, it is contended that, if this power in the 
house of representatives is to be asserted on the 
plea of necessity, the groundis too broad, and the 
result too indefinite; that the executive, and every 
co-ordinate, branch of the government, may resort 
to the same justification, and the whole assume to 
themselves, in the exercise of this power, the most 
tyrannical licentiousness. 

This is unquestionably an evil to be guarded 
arainst, and, if the doctrine may be pushed to 
that extent, it must be a bad doctrine, and is justly 
denounced. 

But what is the alternative? The argument ob- 
viously leads to the total annihilation of the power 
of the house of representatives to guard itself from 
contempts, and leaves it exposed to every indig- 
nity and interruption that rudeness, caprice, or 
even conspiracy, may meditate againstit. This re- 
sult is fraught with too much absurdity not to bring 
into doubt the soundness of any argument from 
which it is derived. That adeliberative assembly, 
clothed with the majesty of the people, and charg- 
ed with the care of all that is dear to them; com- 
posed of the most distinguished citizens, selected 
and drawn together from every quarter of a great 
nation; whose deliberations are required by pub- 
lic opinion to be conducted under the eye of the 
public, and whose decisions must be clothed with 
all that sanctity which unlimited confidence in their 
wisdom and purity can inspire: that such an assem- 
bly should not possess the power to suppress rude- 
ness or repel insult, is a supposition too wild to be 
suggested. And, accordingly, to avoid the pres- 
sure of these considerations, it has been argued, 
that the right of the respective houses to exclude 
from their presence, and their absolute control 
within their own walls, carry with them the right 
to punish contempts committed in their presence, 
while the absolute legislative power given to con- 
gress within thisdistrict, enables them to provide 
by law against all other insults against which there 
18 any necessity for providing. 

It is to be observed, that, so far as the issue of 
this cause is implicated, this argument yields all 


favor; for “non constat” from the pleadings, but that 

this warrant issued for an offence committed inthe 

immediate presence of the house, 

Nor is it immaterial to notice what difficulties 

the negation of this right in the house of represen-. 
tatives draws after it, when it is considered that 

the concession of the power if exercised within 

their walls, relinquishes the great grounds of the 
argument, to wit: the want of an express grant, 
and the unrestricted and undefined nature of the 

power here setup. For, why should the house be 
at liberty to exercise an ungranted, an unlimited, 
and undefined power within their walls, any more 
than without them? If the analogy with individual 
right and power be resorted to, it will reach no far- 
ther than to exclusion, and it requires no exube- 
rance of imagination to exhibit the ridiculous con- 
sequences which might result from such a restric- 
tion, imposed upon the conduct of a deliberative 
assembly. 

Nor would their situation be materially relieved. 
by resorting to their legislative power within the 
district. ‘hat power may, indeed, be applied to 
many purposes, and was intended by the constitu. 
tion-to extend to many purposes indispensable to 
the security and dignity of the general govern- 
ment; but they are purposes of a more grave and 
general character than the offences which may be 
denominated contempts, and which, from their very 
nature admit of no precise definition. Judicial 
gravity will not admit of the illustrations which 
this remark would admit of. Its correctness is 
easily tested by pursuing in imagination, a legisla- 
tive attempt at defining the cases to which the epi- 
thet contempt might be reasonably applied. 

But, although the offence be held undefinable, it 
is justly contended that the punishment need not be 
indefinite. Nor is it so. 

We are not now considering the extent to which 
the punishing power of congress, by a legislative 
act, may be carried. On that subject the bounds 
of their power are to be found in the provisions of 
the constitution. 

The present question is, what is the extent of 
the punishing power, which the deliberative as. 
semblies of the union may assume and exercise on 
the principle of self-preservation? 1 

Analogy and the nature of the case furnish the 
answer—‘‘the least possible power adequate to the end 
proposed;”’? which is the power of imprisonment. 
It may at first view, and from the history of the 
practice of our iegislative bodies, be thought to ex- 
tend to other inflictions. But every other will be 
found to be mere commutation for confinement; 
since commitment alone is the alternative where 
the individual proves contumacious. And evento 
the duration of imprisonment a period is imposed 
by the nature of things, since the existence of the 
power that imprisons is indispensable to its con- 
tinuance; and, although the legislative power con- 
tinues perpetual, the legislative body ceases to 
exist on the moment of its adjournment or periodi- 
cal dissolution. It follows that imprisonment must 
terminate with that adjournment. 

This view of the subject necessarily sets bounds 
to the exercise of a caprice which has sometimes 
disgraced deliberative assemblies, when under the 
‘influence of strong passions or wicked leaders, but 
the instances of which have long since remained on 
record only as historical facts, not as precedents 
for imitation. In the present fixed and settled 


state of English institutions, there is no more dan- 
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But the American legislative bodies have never 
possessed or pretended to the omnipotence which 
constitutes the leading feature in the legislative as- 
sembiy of Great Britain, and which may have led 
occasionally to the caprice under the specious ap- 
pearance of merited resentment. 
If it be inquired, what security is there that, with 
an officer, avowing himself devoted to their will, 
the house of representatives will confine its punish- 
ing power to the }imits of imprisonment, and not 
push it to the infliction of corporal punishment, or 
even death, and exercise it in cases affecting the 
liberty of speech and of the press?—the reply is 
to be found in the consideration that the constitu- 


tion was formed in and for an advanced state of 


society, and rests at every point on received opi- 
nions and fixed ideas. It is not a new creation, 
but a combination of existing materials, whose pro- 
perties and attributes were familiarly understood, 
and had been determined by reiterated experi- 
ments. It is not, therefore, reasoning upon things 
as they are, to suppose that any deliberative as- 
sembly, constituted under it, would ever assert any 
other rights and powers than those whith had 
been established by long practice, and conceded 
by public opinion. Melancholy also would be that 
state of distrust which rests not a: hope upon a 
moral influence. The most absolute tyranny could 
not subsist where men could not be trusted with 
power because they might abuse it, much less a 
government which has no other basis than the 
sound morals, moderation, and good sense, of those 
whocomposeit. Unreasonable jealousies not only 
blight the pleasures, but disselve the very.texture 
of society. ie 

But it is argued that the inference, if any, arising 
under the constitution, is against the exercise of 
the powers here asserted by the house of repre- 
sentatives, that the express grant of power to pu- 
nish their -members respectively, and to expel 
them, by the application of a familiar maxim, raises 
an implication against the power to punish any 
other than their own members. i 

This argument proves too much; for its direct 
application would lead to the annihilation of almost 
every power of congress. To enforce its laws 
upon any subject without the sanction of punish- 
ment is obviously impossible. Yet there is an ex. 
préss grant of power to punish in one class of cases 
and one only, and all the punishing power exer- 
cised by congressin any cases, except those which 
relate to piracy and offences against the laws of 
nations, is derived from implication. Nor did the 
idea ever occur to any one, that the express grant 
in one class of cases repelled the assumption of the 
punishing power in any other. — 

The truth is, that the exercise of the powers 
given over their own members, was of such a de- 
licate nature that a constitutional provision became 
necessary to assert or communicate it. Constituted, 
as that body is, of the delegates of confederated 
states, some such provision was necessary to guard 
against their mutual jealousy, since every proceed- 
ing against a representative would indirectly affeet 
the honor or interests of the state which sent him. 

In reply to the suggestion that, on this same 
foundation of necessity might be raised a super- 
structure of implied powers in the executive and 
every other department, and even ministerial offi- 
cer of the government, it would be sufficient to ob- 
serve, that neither analogy nor precedent would 
support the assertion of such powers in any other 
than a legislative or judicial body. Eveh corrup- 
tion any where else would not contaminate the 


source of political life. In the retirement of the 
cabinet it is not expected that the executive can 
be approached by invignity or ingult; nor can it 
ever be necessary to the executive or any other 
department, to hold a public deliberative assem. 
bly. These are not arguments; they are visions 
which mar the enjoyment of actual blessings, with 
the attack or feint of the harpies of imagination. 

As tothe minor points made in this case, it is 
only necessary to observe that there is nothing on 
the face of this record from which it can appear on 
what evidence this warrant was issued. And we 
are not to presume that the house of representa- 
tives would have issued it without duly establishing 
the fact charged on the individual. And, as to the 
distance to which the process might reach, it is 
very clear that there exists no reason for confining 
its operation to the limits of the district of Colum- 
bia; after passing those limits we know no bounds 
that can be prescribed to its range but those of the 
United States. And why should it be restricted to 
other boundaries? Such are the limits of the le- 
gislating power of that body; and the inhabitant of 
Louisiana or Maine may as probably charge them 
with bribery and corruption, or attempt, by letter, 
to induce the commission of either, as the inhabi- 
tant of any other section of the union. If the in. 
convenience be urged, the reply is obvious; there 
is no difficulty in observing that respectful deport- 
ment which will render all apprehension chimeri- 
cal. 





_ 





Foreign Articles. 
. THE HOLY ALLIANCE,” &c. 

It may be presumed that business of great im. 
portance is intended to be transacted at Laybach, 
from the following assemblage of ministers: from 
Austria 6; France 3; Russia 11; Prussia 2; England 
3; Two Sicilies 3; Sardinia 2; Tuscany 1; Modena 
1; states of the church 1—33. Several more may 
be expected. The emperors of Russia and Aus- 
tria and the king of Naples, had arrived and fre- 
quently visited each other. The king of Prussia 
was reported to be ill with the rheumatism—but 
some insinuate that his non appearance has been 
caused by some agitations of popular feeling in the 
Saxon provinces, 

zngland, as the common centre of commerce in 
Europe, must necessarily have a powerful control 
over the circulating medium of the continent. 
Russia, Austria and Prussia lave drawn vast funds 
from her for the pay and support of their armies, 
and are greatly indebted to her. The finances of 
each of these states are exceedingly deranged— 
and hence some believe that the stand taken by the 
British government in the case of Naples, may 
bring the “oly allies” to a serious pause. We, 
however, do not believe that Alexander, whose 
ambition is evidently to dictate to the continent, 
will suffer himself to be checked in his purpose by 
England. 

A letter from Trieste, dated Jan. 10th contains 
the following:—*We hear positively from Lay- 
bach, and on good authority, that the old king of 
Naples has distinctly refused to enter into any of 
| the arrangements proposed to him, avowing his de- 
termination to adhere strictly to that form of con- 
stitution to which he had taken the oath. This 
unexpected firmness, of course, puts an end to the 
deliberations, and the congress is expected to break 
up immediately. As soon as the disposition of the 
king of Naples was known, orders were forthwith 
transmitted to Milan, the head quarters of the at- 
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my, to put the troops in motion; and all persons 
who have entered into engagements to supply 
forage, provis:ons, or other necessaries, have been 
called upon for the immediate fulfilment of their 
contracts. 


VL’ Ami du Roi, a Belgic paper, asserts that the 
journalists of that country find themselves in an 
awkward situation relative to the events of Naples, 
Spain, and Portugal, in pursuance of the law called 
«ihe law of the 500 florins,” which subjects to the 
payment of that sum, any person who shall dare to 
make free with the government of a foreign state. 
«lf we speak,” says the editor,’ “of the principles 
adopted by those powers, we shall immediately 
provoke the resentment of the power of the north, 
whose agents whould call us to account; if, on the 
other hand, we condemn the new constitutions, 
the ministers accredited by the same three states, 
would drag us before the tribunals. Thus, what 
ever our sentiments may be, we are in either case 
subject to pay the penalty.” 


The Hamburgh Correspondent states, that the 
declaration of the allied sovereigns, which was pub- 
Lshed in the Frencliand English papers, and which 
called forth the exposition of the views of the Bri- 


tish government with respect to interference in , which such states might think fit to adopt, with a 


the affairs of foreign states, was never intended 
for publication, and was very incorrectly printed. 


Circular despatch to his Britannic majesty’s missions 
at foreign courts. 


Laid before the house’of lords, in pursuance of an 
address to the king, February, 1821. 


Foreign office, January 19, 1821. 

Srr—I should not have telt it necessary to have 
made any communication to you, in the present 
state of discussions begun at Troppau and transfer- 
red to Laybach, had it not been fora circular com- 
munication, which has been addressed by the 
courts of Austria, Prussia and Russia, to the seve- 
ral missions, and which his majesty’s government 
conceive, if not adverted to, might, (however unin- 
tentionally) convey, upon this subject therein al- 
luded to, very erroneous impressions of the past, 
as well as of the present, sentiments of the British 
government. 


It has become, therefore, necessary to inform you 
that the king has felt himself obliged to decline 
becoming a party to the measures in question. 

These measures embrace two distinct objects. 
The establishment of certain general principles 
for the regulation of the future political conduct of 


the alhes in the cases therein described; 2dly. The 


proposed mode of dealing, under these principles, 
with the existing affairs of Naples. 

The system of measures proposed under the 
former head, if to, be reciprocally acted upon, 
would be in direct repugnance to the fundamental 
laws of this country. But evenif this decisive ob- 
jection did not exist, the British government would 
nevertheless regard the principles on which these 
measures rest, to be such as could not be safely 
admitted as a system of international law. They 
are of opinion that theit adoption would inevitably 
sanction, and in the hands of less beneficent mo- 
narchs, might hereafter lead to a much more fre- 
quent and extensive interference in the internal 
transactions of states, than, they are persuaded, is 
intended by the august parties from whom they 
proceed, or can be reconciled, either with the 
general interest, or with the efficient authority 
and dignity of independent sovereigns. They 


existing treaties, to assume, in their character, a8 
allies, any such general powers, nor do they con- 
ceive that such extraordinary powers could be as. 
sumed, in virtue of any fresh diplomatic transac. 
tion among the allied courts, without their either 
attributing to themselves a supremacy incompati- 
ble with the rights of other states, or if to be ac- 
quired through the spceial accession of such states, 
without introducing a federative system in Europe, 
not only unwieidly and inffectual t. its object, but 
leading to many most serious inconveniences. 

With respect to the particular case of Naples, 
the British government, at the very earliest mo- 
ment, did not hesitate to express-their strong dis- 
approbation of the mode and circumstances under 
which that revolution was understood to have been 
effected; but they, at the same time, expressly de- 
clared te the severa! allied courts that they should 
not consider themselves as either called upon, or 
justified to advise an interference on the part of 
this country; they fully admitted, however, that 
other European states, and especially Austria and 
the Italian powers, might feel themselves differ- 
ently circumstanced; and they professed that it 
was not their purpose to prejudge the question, as 
it might affect them, or to interfere with the course 


view to their own security, provided only that they 
were ready to give every reasonable assurance 
that their views were not directed to purposes of 
agerandizement, subversive of the territorial sys- 
tem of Europe, as established by the late treaties, 
Upon these principles the conduct of his majes- 
ty’s government, with regard to the Neapolitan 
question, has been, from the first moment, uniform- 
ly regulated; and copies of the successive instruc- 
tions sent to the British authorities at Naples for 
their guidance have been from time to time trans. 
mitted for the information of the allied govern. 
ments. 

With regard to ihe expectation which is express- 
|edinthe circular above alluded to, of the assent of 
the courts of London and Paris to the more gene- 
ral measures proposed for their adoption, founded, 
as it isalleged,upon existing treaties, in justification 
of its own consistency and good faith, the British 
government, in withholding such assent, must pro- 
test against any such interpretation being put up- 
on the treaties in question, as is therein assumed. 

They have never understood these treaties to 
impose any such obligations; and they have, on va- 
rious cccasions, both in parliament and in their in- 
tercourse with the allied governments, distinctly 
maintained the negative of such a proposition. 
That they have acted with possible explicitness 
upon this subject, would at once appear from re- 
ference to the deliberations at Paris, in 1815; pre- 
vious to the conclusion of the treaty of alliance, at 
Aix-la-Chapelle, in 1818, and subsequently in cer- 
tain discussions, which took place in the course of 
the last year. 

After having removed the misconception, to 
which the passage of the circular in question, if 
passed over in silence, might give countenance; 
and having stated, in general terms, without bow- 
ever entering into the argument, the dissent of his 
majesty’s government from the general principle 
upon which the circular in question is founded, it 
should be clearly understood, that no government 
can be more prepared than tie British government 
is to uphold the right of any state or states, to jn- 
terfere with their own immediate security or es- 
sential interests are seriously endangered hy the 
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internal transactions of another state. But as they 
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regard the assumption of such right as only to be 
Justified by the strongest necessity, and to be limit- 
¢d and regulated thereby, they cannot admit that 
this right can receive a general and indiscriminate 
application, toallrevolutionary movements, without 
reference to their immediate bearing upon some 
articular state or states, or be made prospective- 
y the basis of an alliance. They regard its exer- 
cise as an exception of general principles, of the 
greatest value and importance, and as one that only 
properly grows out of the circumstances of the spe- 
cial case; but they at the same time consider, that 
exceptions of this description never can, without 
the utmost danger, be so far reduced to rule, as to 
be incorporated into the ordinary diplomacy of 
states, or into the institutes of the law of nations. 
As it appears that certain of the ministers of the 
three courts have already communicated this circu- 
lar despatch to the courts to which they are accre- 
dited, I leave it to your discretion to make a corres- 
ponding communication on the part of your govern- 
ment, regulating your language in conformity to 
the principles laid down in the present despatch. 
You will take care, however, in making such com- 
munication, to do justice, inthe name of your go- 
vernment, to the purity of intention which has, no 
doubt, actuated those august courts in the adoption 
of the course of measures which they are pursuing. 
The difference of sentiment which prevails be- 
tween them and the court of London on this mat- 
ter, you may declare, can make no alteration what- 
ever in the cordiality and harmony of the alliance 
on any other subject, or abate their common zeal 


*in giving the most complete effect to all their ex- 


isting engagements. I am, &c. 
» » (Signed) CASTLEREAGH. 


Letter from the king of France to the king of Naples. 


The following document is extracted from a Na- 
ples Journal of the Sth instant, received yester- 
day:— 

‘air, my brother,—Amidst the circumstances in 
which the events of the last five months have pla- 
ced the states confided by Providence to the care 
of your majesty, you could not for an instant have 
doubted the continued interest felt by me towards 
you, and of my prayers both for your individual hap- 
piness, and that of your people. Your majesty is 
not ignorant of the powerful motives that have im- 
peded the more early expression of the sentiments 
with which I am animated, and of that counsel which 
1 felt authorised, by the most sincere friendship, to 
offer you. ButI cannot now allow myself to hesi- 
tate longer. Informed by my allies at Troppau of 
the invitation sent by themto your majesty, l ought 
to unite my instances with theirs, both as the mem- 
ber ofan alliance whose object it is to secure the 
tranquility and independence of every state, and 
as the sovereign of a people friendly to the nation 
governed by your majesty, if not as asincerely af- 
fectionate relative. I cannot too strongly urge you 
to come and assist in person at the new congress of 
my allies that is about totake place. I can assert to 
you, Sire, that their views in this congress are to 
reconcile the interests and general welfare that the 
paternal solicitude of your majesty would desire 
for your people, with the duties they are them- 
selves pledged to fulfil to their states and the world. 
The most pure glory awaits vour majesty. You 
will assist in fixing t’-e basis of social order in Eu- 
rope; you will preserve your people from the mis- 
fortunes that threaten them; and secure, by that ac- 
cord which is so necessary between power and li-| 
berty, their felicity and prosperity through a long 


[series of generations. If my infirmites had per- 
mitted, I should willingly have accompanied your 
majesty to this august congress; but when you per- 
ceive, that in writing this letter, I have been com- 
pelled to avail myself of the hand of another, you 
will easily judge of the imposibility under whichI 
am placed of following on this point the impulses 
of my heart. _ 

‘You may rely, notwithstanding, that those of my 
ministers who may assist there in my name, will 
omit nothing in furnishing you with all the support 
you might have expected from me.— Your majesty, 
in taking a determination conformably to the wish 
manifested by me and my allies, will convey to your 
people an assurance of your affection by so much 
the greater, inasmuch as the determination, I feet 
wholly convinced, will be the most certain means 
of securing to them the blessings of peace and ra- 
tional liberty. 

“] request your majesty to accept the expression 
of the sentiments of esteem, of friendship, and of 
high consideration, with which I am, sir, my broth- 
er, your majesty’s true brother, 

(Signed) 

“Paris, Dec. 3, 1820.’ 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 
London dates to Feb, i0. 

OPA copy ofan important despatch from lord 
Castlereagh is inserted above, as among the things 
belonging to the “oly alliance.” 

The king has lately visited the theatres, and is 
said to have been well received. 

The preparations for the coronation fete in 
Westminster Hall, are going forward, and rumour 
fixes the month of May for this splendid spectacle, 

The ministers have rallied all their forces in the 
house ofcommons. During one ofthe late sittings 
576 members were present, a greater number than 
is known ever to have been present before. From 
the sketches of the debates which have reached us 
the country appears to be in a distressing condition 
—yet the revenue is productive —so much so, that 
there will not be any positive loan for the service 
of the year. 

Sir Francis Burdett has been sentenced to three 
months imprisonment and the payment of a fine of 
2000/. for his famous letter about the Manchester 
massacre. 

The personal property of the duke of Devonshire 
is valued at twelve hundred thousand pounds; that 
is, his furniture, books, plate, pictures, jewels and 
stationery. 

The duchess of Norfolk, recently deceased in 
England, has left large family estates, which, she 
having no near relation, descend to three persons, 
who inherit the property as the heirs to a person 
who was born near three hundred years ago. 

The emoluments of the speaker of the house of ' 
commons amount to eight thousand pounds a year, 
besides a house to live in and many privileges. 

Admiral Campbell, aged 50, lately shot himself. 
A printing establishment at Copperas Hill, Liver- 
pool, was lately destroyed by fire—the loss ex- 
ceeds 160,000 dollars. The agricultural interests 
are praying for relief. 

The Enghsh stocks were on the rise—on the 3d 
of Feb. 3 per cent. consols were at 724 te 73. 
They declined a little some days after on account of 
the hostile aspect of affairs onthe continent, The 
prices of American products were declining at Li- 
verpool. 7 
The Gazette contains the following notification 
from the bank of England—«That on and after the 


“LOUIS. 
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jssue, in such proportions as the directors may 
think proper, current silver coin of the realm, to 
the amount of one million pounds sterling, in ex- 
change for bank notes, provided application be 
made for the same before the Ist of July next.” — 

Preparations have been made at the mint in 
London, for coining 10,000,000 guineas within the 
year 1821. By the time the process is in complete 
operation, the issues will amount to 200,000 per 

eek. : 

i The university of Edinburgh now reckon not less 
than 2,000 students; a greater number, it is be- 
lieved, than any university im Europe could ever 
boast of. 

An ox was lately slaughtered in England, of the 
Durham breed, that weighed 4,540 Ibs. He truly 
was a “mountain of beef.” 

A long memoir has been published in the Lon- 
don Observer to encourage emigration to the Bra- 
zils, in preference of the United States. From the 
extracts which we have seen, the writer must have 
been terribly alarmed about us, for he deals in 
round assertions most wonderfully, He says our 
climate is ‘cold, unhealthy, subject to fevers and 
not remarkably productive”’—intimates that emi- 
grants are made slaves of, and says, “in the séades, 
from Philadelphiato Charleston and New Orleans, 
the yellow fever makes dreadful ravages, and mil- 
fions of Europeans have there met a premature 
death.” Well done! It is believed that the whole 
amount gained by emigrants from Europe to the 
United States, from the first settlement of our 
country to the present day, has not exceeded half 
a million, and that “millions” af these should have 
died, us stated abuve, is quite miraculous. See 
Weexty Reeister, vol. XII page 179. The ra- 
vages of the yellow fever in the states” is a nota- 
ble idea, and entirely new. 

Thequeen. Petitions were pouring in for the re- 
storation of her name tothe liturgy. The house of 
commons have passed a bill to allow her 50,000/. a 
year, but it will be seenthat she declines to receive 
it unless they willsuffer the people to pray for her! 
There appears to be a decided majority with the 
ministers in the house of commons. She is estab- 
lishing her household, and many distinguished per- 
sons are attached to it. 

‘eb. 10. Of all the processions which went up 
to address the queen on the subject of her wrongs 
and sufferings, none was so magnificent, we believe, 
though many were deserving attention, as that of 
the brass founders of the metropolis. It was last 
night stated in the house of commons, upon authen- 
tic documents, by sir Robert Wilson, that the ex- 
pense of that magnificent procession amounts to 
the suin of 7,100/.— Times. 

Mr. Brougham recently made the following so- 
Jemn declaration of his belief inthe innocency of 
ihe queen. Mr. B. is distinguished as much for 
his probity as his talents,’and, in sifting the whole 
matter as the confidential adviser of his client, must 
have had a better opportunity of drawing correct 
conclusions as to her conduct than any other per- 
son—henee great weight is given to his opinion. 

“It is fit(said Mr. B. in a speech delivered in the 
house of commons}I should now discharge what I 
call a debt of justice to her majesty. I know it 
has been invidiously and malevolently asserted, and 
Most industriously circulated for purposes which 
must be obvious toevery man, that my expressed 
Opinions of her majesty’s conduct are not the same 
4i) fact with my own conscientious conviction. It 
is necessary, sir, for me, with that seriousness and 
sincerity which it may be permitted to aman upon 


the mest solemn occasions to express, to assert— 
which I do now assert in the face of this house— 
that if, instead of an advocate, I had been sitting 
as a judge, at another tribunal, F should have been 
found among the number of those men who, laying 
their hands upon their hearts, conscientiously pro. 
nounced her majesty, “not guilty.” For the truth 
of this assertion, I desire to tender every pledge 
that may be most valued and most sacred—I wish 
to make it in every form which may be deemed 
most solemn and most binding; and if I believe jt 
not, asI now advance it, I here imprecate on my - 
self — curse which is most horrid and mos 
penal. | 

In the house of commons, Jan. 31. Lord Castle. 
reagh having moved the order of the day for the 
house to resolve itself into a committee on that 
part of the king’s speech that related to a provision 
for her majesty the queen. 

Mr. Brougham rose, and said that he had receiy- 
ed her majesty’s commands to present the follow. 
ing’ message: 

«Caroline R. ' 

“The queen, having learned that the house ef 
commons has appointed this day for taking into 
consideration the part of the king’s most gracious 
speech which relates to her, deems it necessary to 
declare, that she is duly sensible af his majesty’s 
condescension in recommending an arrangement 
respecting her to the attention of parliament. She 
is aware that this recommendation must be under- 
stood as referring to a provision for the support of - 
her estate and dignity; and from what has lately 
passed, she is apprehensive that such a provision 
might be unaccompanied by the possession of her 
rights and privileges in the ample measure where. 
in former queens consort, her royal predecessors, 
have been wont in times past to enjoy them. 

“It is far from the queen’s inclination needlessly 
to throw obstacles in the way ofa settlement which 
she desiresin common with the whole country, and 
which she feels persuaded the best interests of all 
parties equally require; and being most anxious to 
avoid every thing that might create irritation, she 
cautiously abstains from any observation upon the 
unexampled predicament in which she is placed, 
but she feels it due to the house and to herself, re. 
spectfully to declare, that she perseveres inthe re- 
solution of declining any arrangement while her 
name continues to be excluded from the liturgy, 

“Brandenburgh-house, Jan. 31, 1821.” 

[The message was received with loud and repeate 
ed cheers. ] 

An animated debate followed. Mr. Western 
exclaimed, when speaking on the proceedings— 
‘Good God! that a minister of state should declare 
that the queen of England was an adultress, and at 
the same time call on the house to vote a sum of 
money to support her dignity.”’—Lord Castlereagh 
replied. Much confusion took place. The house 
was many times called to order. 

American flour.—In the house of commons, on 
the 2d of February, Mr. Curtis said, he observed 
inthe Gazette an advertisement, the object of which 
was to procure a supply of American flour for the 
military stationed in the British West India Islands. 
He was desirous to know, from the right hon. gen- 
tleman opposite, the president of the board of 
trade, why a preference should not be given to 
the produce of British agriculturalists, particularl, 
at the present time, when so much distress was 
felt in that branch of industry. Mr. Robinson said 
the reason why American flour was preferred to 





British forthe use of the West India colonies was 
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this, that the American flour was found to keep bet- 
terin the West India Islands,- British flour had 
been tried, and it was found not to answer so well. 
It was. intended, however, to make another experi- 
ment. Mr. Curwen believed the reason why Ame- 
rican flour kept better in the West Indies was, that 
the grain in America was laid on a kiln previously 
to its being ground. 
FRANCE. 
(PThere have been several attempts to d/ow up 





people in Paris, among whom was the king himself? | 


The apartment was much injured, but no one was 


eee) 


stances before you. The most careful and active 
search is making for the authors of this attempt.” 

An attempt was also made to blow up the duke 
d’Angouleme, as he was passing through the streeis 
—butit was unsuccessful. 

‘The minister of finance has presented his bud. 
get—the result is, that the produce of the revenue, 
notwithstanding the reduction of the land tax, is 
set down at 888,021,745/f.—the expenses 882,327,. 
374f. making an excess of 5,694,371. 

There is also disposable, for the year 1821, a 
sum of 24,400,000/ so that, after a reduction of the 


hurt. The affair has been announced to the cham-/taxes for the half year beginning the 1st of next 
ber of deputies; and the king has been solemnly | July, and amounting to 17,181,570f. there will be 
congratulated on his escape. A person of the name | a total excess of 30 millions for the service of the 
of Neveu is supposed to have béen the agent in| state. 


the plot—he was arrested, and when about to ap- 


The newest thing in Paris is a modest request of 


pear before the judge of instruction, suddenly cut | the questor of the chamber of deputies to be per- 
hisownh throat with arazorandimmediately expired, ; mitted to turn out of the chamber the statues of 
We may judge of the excitement by the following ; Solon, Lycurgus, Brutus, Demosthenes, Cicero, and 
article which was published at Paris on the 4th ofa few other characters of antiquity, and replace 
Feb. ‘The minister, prefect of police, has pub-|/them by the statues of Charlemagne, St. Louis, 


lished an ordinance for the regulation of the sale 
of gunpowder and fire works, enforcing the ovser- 
vance of several former ordinances, and compelling 


‘and a few other modern worthies. 


the retailers of powder to keep a register of the’ 


&c. 


. quantities they sell, and descriptions of the purchasers, ! 
It further prohibits the sale and discharge of 


fire arms and fire works, (except by persons duly | 


authorised) under pain of prosecution.” 


Oficial account of the transaction, communicated 
to the chamber of peers, by the keeper of the seals, 
by order of the king, in the following words: 

«On Saturday last, (the 27th January,) at a quar- 
ter before 5 o’clock in the afternoon, a loud ex- 
plosion was heard in the interior of the chatteau 
des Thuilleries. It proceeded from a barrel of 
powder, which has since been ascertained to have 
contained about six pounds. 
between the wall and a wooden box, upon a landing 
place of the staircase, commonly called the wooden 
staircase, which leads to the apartment of Madame 
and his majesty, and also to the upper floor, and 
to the root of the palace; it is frequented by per- 
sons having business with the servants employed 
in his majesty’s household, and who lodge in this 
part of the Thuilleries. The landing on which the 
barrel was placed, is about ninety feet from the 
cabinet which his majesty usually occupies; it is 
separated from this cabinet by several rooms, and 
is also onthe floor above the apartments of Madame, 
The greatest force of the explosion was on the side 
that offered the least opposition, which was the 
space occupied by the staircase. Many squares of 
glass were broken, and several doors were torn 
from their fastenings. It bad no other effect; and 
fortunately, from the direction it took, it reached 
neither the sacred person of his majesty, nor the 
august one of Madame. Nevertheless, such an at- 
tempt, committed in the very palace of our kings, 
in the midst of the fazéhful servants by whom his 
majesty is constantly surrounded, evinces an ex- 
cess of malignity and audacity which strikes at all 
that France holds most dear and most sacred, and 
would’keep alive that anxiety and alarm which the 
dreadful catastrophe of not quite a year ago shew 
to be well justified. 

“His majesty, convinced that every thing which 
relates to the safety of his person, and those of his 
family, as well as to the respect which ought to 
to protect his dwelling, must strongly interest the 
chambers of the nation at large, and, desiring to 
calm those apprehensions which this event has na- 
turally excited, has ordered us ta lay these circum- 





It had been placed | 


| 





: 


This noble and 
patriotic proposition was received with prompt ap- 
probation, and the poor discarded ancients are to 
be immediately turned out of doors. This cannot 
faii to bring to the recollection of our readers the 
removal of the statue of the great John Locke, to 
make room for that of Mr. Canning, at one of the 
colleges of Oxford. 
SPAIN. 

It is not now believed that the king has been in- 
vited to Laybach; but it is reported that the “holy 
alliance” will review the condition of things in 
Spain. 

A great number of lodges of freemasons are al- 
ready established in Spain. One person has receiv- 
ed an order for five thousand diplomas, for Barce- 
lona, 

PORTUGAL. 

The cortes met at Lisbon on the 25th of Janua- 
ry, and proceeded to business. They took an oath 
to be faithful to the king andthe laws. The arch- 
bishop of Bahia, who was chosen president, deli- 
vered an address said to be eminent for its «Joyal- 
ty, piety and patriotism.” Every thing appears to 
have proceeded happily. The people were filled 
enthusiasm. 

TWO SI€ILIES. 

A Frenchman recently called at the hermitage of 
St. Saviour, and requested the hermit to accompany 
him to the crater of Vesuvius—and, the moment 
that he had reached it, he precipitated himseif into 
the volcano! 

The parliament is engaged on the constitution. 
The prince regent had submitted several altera- 
tions, but they do not appear to be of any moment. 
The deputies from Palermo, it seems, have refused 
to act in the parliament. It is proposed to force 
them to come and vote in the house, on the penalty 
of being divested of all their rights and privileges as 
citizens. The regent has reported to the parilia- 
ment that the frontiers are in a valid state of de- 
fence: Large supplies of arms and the munitions 
of war were collecting. 

London, Feb. 10. By an express which arrived 
yesterday from the continent, we have received the 
important intelligence that the main division of the 
Austrian army, consisting of 60,000 men, broke up 
from its quarters on the right bank of the Po, on 
the 20th ult. with orders to march on Naples. A 
manifesto has, we understand, been issued, an- 
nouncing the invasion to be. made, not by Aus- 
tria as a separate pewer, but as a membér, and 
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in the name of the holy alliance. On that basis, all 
intention is disclaimed of occupying Naples with 
the view of territorial aggrandisement, but solely 
for the purpose of dictating such a form of consti- 
tution to the Neapolitans,as may be consistent with 
the safety of their neighbors. An outline of the 
form of government meant to be imposed, as the 
ultimatum of the allied powers, has been despatch- 
ed to Naples, for the consideration of parliament, 
who will be allowed a short time, some letters say 
only two days, to deliberate on the proposition. 
Meantime the Austrian army will advance to Rome 
tu receive the answer of the Neapolitan parlia- 
ment; but as there is little doubl that the high and 
spirited tone assumed,lately by the nation,will pro- 
duce an indignant rejection, it is expected that a 
very few posts will communicate an attempt, at 
least on the part of the Austrians, to occupy the 
fortified posts of the Neapolitan frontier. The pro- 
position to the parliament of Naples is signed by 
the emperors of Russia and Austria and the king 
of Prussia. It is mentioned, but we feel disposed 
to withhold our credence on that head, that the 
name of the king of Naples is also affixed to it. 

By letters from Trieste, we learn that the Aus- 
trian fleet in that port, consisting of two sail of the 
line and three frigates, besides numerous vessels of 
a smaller class, are under orders for immediate 
service. The garrison of Trieste has received in- 
structions to march to head quarters at Milan, but 
they are to be replaced by other troops; and the 
Austrian ports on the Adriatic are directed to be 
put in a state of defence. Thus, after a peace of 
six years, the flame of war is rékindled in Europe, 
and if Naples should possess the power of bearing 
up against the Austrians, it may be long before it 
isextinguigshed. Though the advance of the Aus- 
trian troops was expected at Naples, no suspicion 
existed that it was so near at hand, 

ITALY—-GENERALLY. 

Several arrests, supposed to be on account of po- 
litics, have latterly taken place at Milan. There 
have been some disturbances at Turin. It is report- 
ed that the Austrian troops are ordered to advance 
towards Naples. 

‘ GERMANY. 

The Hamburg papers speak of astonishing ship- 
ments of gold to England. Louis d’ors have reach- 
eda price “unparalleled in ordinary years.” No 
reason is assigned for the export of this precious 
metal, 

RUSSIA. 

St, Petersburg, Dec.17. The Russian American 
company has received news fromitscolony at Sitka, 
that there are Russian families in the north of Beh- 


ring’s Straits, under 67° north latitude, whose an- | 


cestors were driven there by a storm above a cen- 
tury ago. The directors expect, in a short time, a 
circumstantial account of this remarkable occur- 
rence. 

TURKEY, 

Ali Pacha maintains the war against the Sultan, 
and has lately been successful in a sally, in which 
he cut to pieces many of his enemies. He has 
warmly attached his soldiers to him by his munifi- 
cence, and by partaking in all their dangers. One 
hundred and fifty heads of men, carefully packed 
up, recently arrived at Constantinople, being sent 
to the Sultan by one of his generals—they were 
oe of the Montenegruis, who are at war with 

im. 
HAYTT. 
During the late disturbances at the Cape, the U. 


harbor—-he offered his services, and they inspired 
deserved confidence inthe Americans there. ‘The 
people lately under Ghristophe, were not prepared 
to receive the mild government of Boyer in a mo- 
ment. The transition from despotism to liberty 
was too sudden for them. 

aPThe chief ringleaders of the affair at St, 
Marks have been tried, condemned and shot. 

CUBA. 

A new ¢€aptain-general, don Wicholas Mahy, has 
arrived at Havana. He was received with distin- 
guished honors. le addressed the vast concourse 
of people assembled to receive bim, at the conclu- 
sion of which he shouted three times “long live the 
constitution,’ which the whole body present re- 
sponded with the greatest enthusiasm. 

SOUTH AMERICA 

A ietter from Buenos Ayres, dated Dec. 5, says, 
“A Spanish flag of truce arrived in the harbor yes- 
terday, with three commissioners. A manof war 
brig was immediately despatched to them; to give 
them notice that no proposition will be received by 
this government, unless founded on the ackrow- 
ledgment of our independence, and that nobody 
will be allowed to land from their vessel, except 
such are their powers. 

We have finally made peace with St. Fe, according 
to which the congress is to meet at Cordova intwo 
months, and to this congress is reserved the settle- 
ment of all our differences. Our latest accounts 
from Chili are to the 13th of October. Valparaiso 
has been made afree port for the transit of goods.” 

Philadelphia, March27. Theschr. Hebe, Smith, 
arrived here from Carthagena, sailed on 17th Feb. 
At that time the patriots were daily coming into 
the city, having a communication open for trade 
until the expiration of the armistice. There wasa 
very heavy duty on all goods purchased by the Pa- 
triots to go into the interior. About 15,000 troops 
were encamped near the city—the officers were 


frequently in Carthagena, and treated with much 
attention. 


r 








CHRONICLE, 


A murder, of a most horrible character, was late- 
ly committed in a lonely house in the skirts of Nor- 
folk. It was tenanted by two foreigners, who oc- 
cupied it only at night, and their proceedings 
caused some upfavorable suspicions to be enter- 
tained of them. On the 2Uth inst. between 8 and 
9 o’clock in the morning, a cry of “murder”? was 
heard, and sometime after the two men left the 
house, which was soon entered by an officer, who | 
discovered the naked trunk of a human being ly- 
ing on the floor, divested of its head and limls!— 
the head, feet and hands were in the fire place 
almost consumed to ashes—the arms and legs were 
separated at the joints and placed in a bucket! The 
dissections appeared to be skilfully performed. An 
axe was also found besmeared with blocd, and two 
butcher knives! 

There was no furniture in the house, except 
some bedding and two trunks—the latter were fili- 
ed with valuable articles of clothing, many costly 
watches and articles of jewelry, and an elegant 
patent lever gold watch was lying on the floor. 
The suspected persons were pursued and caught, 
who called themselves Manuel Philip Garcia, and 
Joseph Garcia. They were examined and commit- 
ted to prison. 

Green peas, the production of the present year, 
were selling at Charleston about two weeks past 





5. ship Ontario, capt. Chauncey, was lying in the at the rate Of eight dollars per bushel. 
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New-Humpshire. Samuel} Bell has been re-elect- 
ced governor. without opposition. 

Florida.—Six months are allowed by treaty for 
the surrender of this territory, &c. Captain. Reid, 
itis said, is to be immediately despatched in the 
Hornet to Havana, to receive an order to that ef- 
fect from the captain general; with which he will 
return to Pensacola, there to meet general Jack- 
et, ae heads. An English paper states that 
none of the reigning monarchs of Europe have been 
crowned, except Charles John, (Bernadotte), of 
ihe oe system. The legislature of the state 
of Ulinois have passed a stop law to’suspend exe- 
cutions till October next, at which time the paper 
of their state bank must be taken, or a further 
stay of two years will ensue. 

The lakes. A letter, very interesting to the sci- 
entific, from A. B. Woodward, Esq. of Detroit, to 
Dr. Mitchell, of New-York, as to the existence of 
tides in the great American lakes, has been publish- 
ed. The matter will soon be carefully investigated. 
Mr. Woodward’s information favors the idea that 
there are regular tides in these lakes. 

Ship on fire. A transport vessel called the Abeo- 
na, with colonists from Scotland for the Cape of 
Good Hope, took fire on the 5th of November last, 
and out of her passengers and crew, men, women 
and children, consisting of 161 persons, only 49 
were saved! ‘These got on board three small boats, 
and were happily picked up by a vessel from Bra- 
zil, and conveyed to Lisbon. ‘The long boat could 
not be launched in consequence of the rapidity of 
the flames, Le 

Charcoa’. A doctor in New-Hampshire recently 
lost his life, (and that of his wife was hardly pre- 
served), by sleeping in a small close room in which 
there was a kettle of burning charcoal!!! 

‘at sheep. Mr. Elliott, a spirited victualler of 
Baltimore, on Saturday last brought to market 
thirty sheep, which together weighed 5,465 lbs. 
The heaviest weighed 155 lbs, The amount of 
rough fat was 727 lbs. ‘The whole were disposed 
of in afew hours. 

An Ox, raised in Deerfeld, Mass. was lately ex- 
hibited in Boston, which girted 9 feet 3 inches, was 
33 feet and 1 inch across the hips, aad whose bris- 
ket was only 16 inches from the ground. He was 
of the native breed, and supposed to have the 
greatest quantity of flesh, compared with the quan- 
tity of bone, of any ox ever raised in that state. 
__A hog, of the “Grass breed,” two years and eight 
months fold and weighing one thousand one hun- 
dred and thirty-three pounds, was lately exhibited 
at Albany. He measured about ten feet from the 
cnd of his snout to the tip of the tail. 

A wolf was killed on Mahattan island, 6 er 8 miles 
from the city of New York, on the 17th Feb. last. 

Fire. About fifty buildings were destroyed by 
jire last week in Portsmouth, Va. They must have 
been wooden, and the supply of water and of ma- 
chinery perhaps was short. In Baltimore, even if 
fire breaks out in the dead of the night and in 
a wooden building, it is no uncommon thing to save 
the greater part of the house; and it is a com- 
mon thing to confine a fire to the house in which it 
originates: but we have in most parts of the city a 
full supply of water, and the fire and hose compa- 
nies are furnished with the. best apparatus that can 
be obtained, which is put into operation by wiiling 


ae ny 


Shooting! ‘Two officers of the marine corps have 
lately amused themselves by shooting at one ano. 
ther near Bladensburg, by which one of them re. 
ceived a ball in his thigh. 

Murder. We sometime since noticed the mur. 
der of a master by his slave—we now have accounts 
of much more horrid affairs in the murder of slaves 
by their masters. One of them may be mentioned 
—a negro was sick, he was beaten and drag. 
ged by his master into the yard of the house, co. 
vered with blood—the wretched creature could not 
rise, the master swore it was obstinacy and threw 
boiling water on his face! this not rousing him, the 
monster took up an axe and crushed his skull) 
Such was the verdict of the jury. The murdere; 
escaped. 

Economy. A person at a public house, on seeing 
an iron fore-stick and a stone back-log, exclaimed 
loudly to the servant to bring a bundle of nail reds, 
by way of kindling. 

Newspaper theft. A boy bas been sentenced to 
ten days imprisonment in the Bridewell, at New 
York, for stealing two newspapers from the door 
of a subscriber. 

Died, in Suffolk, N. Y. col. Benjamin Floyd, amost 
worthy revolutionary character, aged 80. Also, at 
Baltimore, on the 17th Jan. Mr. Adam Alexander, 
aged 75, a revolutionary seldier. 

, in Accomas county, Va. gen. John Cropper, 
in the OOth year of his age, a much respected ren- 
tleman, and who gallantly served as an officer dur. 
ing the whole of the revolutionary war. | 
, on the 23d Jan. ult. in Columbia county, Pa, 
col. ftodert Clark, aged 81 years. He raised a com. 
pany at an early period of the revolutionary war, 
and continued in the service throughout the whole 
struggle. 

» In Philadelphia, onthe 19th ult. in the 89th 
year of his age, Tiiomas Willing, esq. for 60 years 
past one of the most distinguished citizens of that 
place. 














» in Plymouth, Mass. Joshua Thomas, esqr, 
aged 69; at Berwick, Maine, Jonathan Norvell, esq. 
at Lebanon, Pa. Duvid Krause, esq.; at Newbury- 
port, Mass Mr. Samuel Pilsbury—all soldiers of the 
revolution. In South Bridgewater, Mass. Mrs. Be- 
thiah Crooker, aged 100 years-~she left 8 children, 
80 grand-children, 300 great grand-children, and 
30 of the 4th generation. 

Corron. In our last paper we gave a very un- 
pleasant account of the prospects of a market for 
our tobacco in Europe. We now have to give one 
not more agreeable as to what may be expected 
from cotton—as follows: 

“The stock of sea island cetton on hand Ist Feb. 
1821, at Liverpool was 6,700 bales, stained do. 500 
—upland 55,300—New Orleans and ‘Tennessee 
13,400— Penambucos, &c. &c. 62,900—West India, 
&c. 4000-- Bourbon, &c. 33,800. 

The following extracts of letters received in 
Charleston, furnish a statement: of the markets at 
Liverpool at the latest dates: 

“Our cotton market isin a wretched state, and I 
declare I can see no prospect of any improvement 
for some time. Some of our largest importers 
force it off as it arrives. Fair uplands are only 
worth 9d a 93d; there is not one bale in an hundred 
that will bring 10d. Sea islands are very difficult 
of sale; it is to be hoped these accounts will bring 
down prices with you to a level with us. 

Rice, 15s to 16s 6d for inferior, and 17s to 19s 





hearts with powerful hands. 


for very fine new, which latter is scarce.. (Feb. 6.] 
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